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TEXT:  2 Samuel 7:8-13 selected 
THEME:  THE BEST GIFT EVER 
 1.  From the Best Giver 
 2.  It Has Arrived 
 
I took you from the pasture…I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I 
have cut off all your enemies…I will make your name great…And I will provide a 
place for my people Israel…I will also give you rest from all your enemies…I will 
raise up your offspring to succeed you…I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. (2 Sam 7:8-13)  NIV84 
 
Dear Waiting and Watching Advent Christians: 
 

When you remember the best gift that you have ever received, you also remember the 
one who gave it to you.  God, the one who promised to give David THE BEST GIFT 
EVER, was not about to leave David guessing as to who gave it. 
 
Do you see all the “I”s in these sentences?  The Lord Almighty reminded David of what 
he had given him in the past.  “I took you from the pasture…I have been with you 
wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies.” 
 
Then the same Lord Almighty told David what was in store for him in the future.  “I will 
make your name great…I will also give you rest from all your enemies.” 
 
And the best gift was this:  “I will raise up your offspring…I will establish the throne 
of his kingdom forever.”  That was the wonderful promise of the Savior that God 
promised to send—David’s Savior from all his sins—a direct descendant from his family 
line. 
 
Do you see all the “I”s?  Every one of them is nothing but comforting and encouraging.   
 
There is no better gift giver than the Lord Almighty, who has also given you and me 
everything we are and possess, including our Christian faith that believes that the baby 
born in Bethlehem so long ago is our one and only Savior from sin, death, and the devil. 
 
But he gives us even more!  The Almighty Gift Giver tells us:  “I am with you always.  I 
will work in all things for your good.  I will give you rest for your soul.  I will 
strengthen you.  I will help you.  I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10). 
 
My friends, know that the best gift you possess is Jesus.  But he is the gift that keeps 
on giving.  Because of his perfect life in our place, because of his innocent suffering and 
death to pay for all our sins, because of his glorious resurrection that assures us we too 
shall live, Jesus gives us peace.  Jesus gives us courage.  Jesus helps us through life (I 
don’t know how people get through this life without Jesus).  Jesus calms us in stressful 
times because we know he loves us and everything is in his control.  And the best is yet 
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to come—the glories of heaven with Jesus.  The best giver of the best gift gives you his 
guarantee.  The “I”s have it. 
 
Speaking of gifts, when do you open yours?  Do you open your gifts on Christmas Eve 
or on Christmas morning?  We usually open ours on Christmas Eve and then do 
stocking gifts on Christmas morning…and then open Christmas gifts with extended 
family on Christmas Day afternoon.  Lots of gifts! 
 
Well, my friends, THE BEST GIFT EVER has arrived!  Two thousand years ago a 
Jewish priest made that announcement.  King David was promised this BEST GIFT 
EVER—the Savior of the world coming from his “house,” his family line.  Well, it has 
come.  That’s what John the Baptist’s father, Zechariah, said.  “He has raised up a 
horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David” (Luke 1:69). 
 
Zechariah knew this to be true because the virgin mother of Jesus—Mary—spent a few 
months at his home.  Both the mother of our Savior and the mother of the one who 
would prepare people’s hearts for the Savior marveled at the grace and power of God. 
 
After John the Baptist was born, on his circumcision day, Zechariah told the people 
there—and you and me too—THE BEST GIFT EVER has arrived!  Jesus himself would 
not be born for a few more months.  But no longer did God’s people have to wait for that 
Savior to come.  He is here! 
 
Dear fellow Christians, do you want to know that you have a Savior?  Someone who 
sees and knows all your sin, but came for the very purpose of wiping it out?  You don’t 
have to wonder.  He is here! 
 
Your loving God has “raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David.”  Jesus is here!  Jesus is here to save you! 
 
This is really what we celebrate at Christmas.  God, who loves sinners, has come to 
save you.  God, who promised to send the Savior from David’s line, has kept his 
promise!   
 
THE BEST GIFT EVER has arrived.  And he is yours!   
 
Let us welcome him together as Martin Luther did:   

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 
That you might share your joy with me.  Amen. 

(CW 38:8) 


